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and economic organization. At the time no one else had the
courage to admit that not only the callous scramble after wealth
but even the trend of impersonal scientific utilitarian legislation,
with its ideals of comfortable efficiency for the middle classes,
were irreconcilable with such Christian principles as had sur-
vived the Enlightenment, with, that is, the sacredness and
uniqueness of the human soul and the fundamental goodness
of the world which God had created. But when Marx 'scrapped'
Christianity he made clear to the capitalist world how greatly
they depended on 'bourgeois' morality, itself the shadow of
Christian morality. Take away respect for authority, the belief
that profits are the natural reward for enterprise and hard work,
the Divine sanction for differences between classes, the sacred-
ness of promises, the nobility of the national cause, the reward
of the just but unsuccessful and the punishment of the unjust
but successful in a better world, and the social question becomes
but a bitter fight for power and money with inevitable victory
for the properly led masses. But even so the masses need to
be led and to be disciplined for their own advantage. Marx
found it necessary to rouse them by appeals which implied
their freedom and the moral justice of their cause. Justice came
to mean for him whatever is for the advantage of the proleta-
riate, injustice whatever is for the advantage of the bourgeoisie.
The motive for the fight had to be a future golden age for which
there was no warrant in the principles of his materialism. These
propagandist helps were not sufficient. Christian and bourgeois
morality were too strong, vested interests too firmly entrenched.
At the first breath of national danger, for example, inter-
nationalists crumbled to pieces. Man remained too complicated
in his nature for the simple and direct creed of Marxism.
It was only in Russia that a suffering and religious people,
already trained by a philosophy of pessimism and self-abnega-
tion and, as yet, without any real knowledge of the character of
Western culture and civilization, could take advantage of a great
opportunity and make the mere destruction of the past into a
positive religious creed. With complete consistency all that was
bourgeois was trampled out. The only moral standard they